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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

1 . The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

2. Claims 1-38 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
WAGNER (U.S. Patent 6,092,102). 

As to claim 1 , WAGNER teaches a location independent and platform 
independent method for a user receiving a signal (event message) regarding the 
occurrence of an event of interest comprising: before the occurrence of the event of 
interest, defining rules (preferences stored in the notifier database manager) regarding 
how the signal (event message) is transmitted to the user depending upon where the 
user is located (via time of day attribute) and what the user is doing when the event of 
interest occurs (via role of the user attribute) (col. 1 1 , line 31 - col. 12, line 36); filtering 
information from an information source to identify the occurrence of the external event 
(via notifier / event monitoring means); after the occurrence of the event of interest; 
sending a signal (event message) to the user according to the rules (stored in the 
database manager); and interpreting the signal to enable the user to respond to the 
occurrence of the event in substantially real-time (col. 3, lines 30 - col. 5, line 2; col. 5, 
line 61 - col. 6, line 65; col. 7, line 62- col. 9, line 52; col. 11, lines 31-58; col. 12, lines 
17-23; col. 14, line 47- col. 15, line 61). It would be obvious to one skilled in the art at 
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the time of the invention that in a clinical environment as disclosed in WAGNER, 
physicians and other clinical personal are at the workstations, i.e. work environment 
during certain times of the day and may have multiple roles in that time and therefore it 
would be obvious based on the teachings of WAGNER that when an event occurs at a 
certain time it is sent to an individual in a particular role based on the preferences stored 
in the database. 

As to claims 2, 3, and 19, WAGNER teaches the signal is sent over various 
electronic communication mediums (communication channels) and using various 
signaling mechanisms (message types) as stipulated by the rules wherein the rules 
comprise priority rules dictating circumstances (rules having desired preferences) 
regarding how to send the signal depending upon where the user is located (via time of 
day attribute) and what the user is doing (via role of user attribute) and dictates a 
particular electronic device (pager / system) that the user prefers to receive signals and 
alerts (event messages) under those circumstances, and wherein the sending of the 
signal (event message) is performed only after determining an appropriate priority rule 
from a ranked series of priority rules (col. 3, lines 30 - col. 5, line 2; col. 5, line 61 - col. 
6, line 65; col. 7, line 62- col. 9, line 52; col. 11, lines 31-58; col. 12, lines 17-23; col. 14, 
line 47 -col. 15, line 61). 

As to claim 4, WAGNER teaches the user receives the signal with an electronic 
device (PDA / pager / telephone / mobile computing device / workstation) and wherein 
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the electronic device interprets the signal and is selected from the group consisting of a 
personal computer, a network terminal, a web-enabled cellular phone, and a personal 
digital assistant (col. 7, line 53 - col. 8, line 34). 

As to claims 10-14 and 22, WAGNER teaches performing after the signal is 
interpreted at least one action (display message / play audible / connect to Internet / 
read mail message) in response to the occurrence of the event wherein the signal 
(event message) is received using the electronic device (user device), and at least one 
of the actions is performed by the user utilizing a second electronic device wherein the 
action consist of automatically connect to the Internet (col. 3, lines 30 - col. 5, line 2; 
col. 5, line 61 - col. 6, line 65; col. 7, line 62- col. 9, line 52; col. 11, lines 31-58; col. 12, 
lines 17-23; col. 14, line 47 - col. 15, line 61). 

As to claim 15-17, WAGNER teaches the electronic device (user device) sends a 
confirmation signal (acknowledge) over the communication medium to represent that 
the signal has been received and interpreted wherein the communication medium is a 
wireless communication network (col. 5, line 64 - col. 6, line 3; col. 11, lines 63-67). 

As to claims 18, 20 and 21, WAGNER teaches the communication medium 
comprise a telephony infrastructure, the device is a mobile telephone, and wherein the 
notification signal is a telephone call or wake up signal (col. 3, lines 30 - col. 5, line 2; 
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col. 5, line 61 - col. 6, line 65; col. 7, line 62- col. 9, line 52; col. 1 1 , lines 31-58; col. 12, 
lines 17-23; col. 14, line 47- col. 15, line 61). 

As to claim 23, WAGNER teaches the device does not have special notification 
software installed therein (col. 11, line 67 - col. 12, line 3). 

As to claims 5-9, WAGNER teaches after the user is alerted by the signal (event 
message / alert), performing at least one action in response to the occurrence of the 
event and simultaneously generating a customized response path (acknowledge) for the 
user to simplify the performing of the at least one action in response to the occurrence 
of the event (col. 3, lines 30 - col. 5, line 2; col. 5, line 61 - col. 6, line 65; col. 7, line 62- 
col. 9, line 52; col. 11, lines 31-58; col. 12, lines 17-23; col. 14, line 47 -col. 15, line 61). 

As to claim 24, WAGNER teaches the user receives the signal with a first 
electronic device (pager / workstation / telephone device / PDA) and the sending of the 
signal is triggered by a second device (notification system) (col. 3, lines 30 - col. 5, line 
2; col. 5, line 61 - col. 6, line 65; col. 7, line 62- col. 9, line 52; col. 1 1 , lines 31-58; col. 
12, lines 17-23; col. 14, line 47 -col. 15, line 61). 



As to claim 25, WAGNER teaches a system for sending signals (events) in 
substantially real-time after occurrences of events of interest comprising a network (col. 
5, line 64 - col. 6, line 3) of one or more electronic communication devices (workstation 
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/ user devices / pagers) connected over one or more communication mediums 
(communication channels) the network comprising: an information source filter (notifier 
/ event monitoring means), the filter adapted to determine the occurrence of the events 
of interest a data store (notifier database manager) for recording a series of rules that 
define how to send signals (events) regarding the occurrence of the event of interest 
when the event occurs; and a communication medium (communication channel) 
through which a signal indicating the occurrence of the event of interest can be sent to 
the electronic communication device after the occurrence; and each of the electronic 
communication devices comprising: a receiver (device to play audible / visible event) 
adapted to receive the signal over the communication mediums (communication 
channel); and wherein the electronic communication devices are adapted to interpret 
the received signal so as to initiate one or more appropriate actions (display / play 
audible) in response to the occurrence of the event of interest (col. 3, lines 30 - col. 5, 
line 2; col. 5, line 61 - col. 6, line 65; col. 7, line 62- col. 9, line 52; col. 1 1 , lines 31-58; 
col. 12, lines 17-23; col. 14, line 47 -col. 15, line 61). 

As to claims 26 and 29, WAGNER teaches a server (communications channel 
manager) being adapted to select and use an appropriate signaling mechanism (event 
message) and communication medium (communication channel) and being adapted to 
send the signal to the communication devices (user devices) depending upon the series 
of rules wherein the filter (manager program) is located remotely from the server 
(communications channel manager) (see fig. 3) and in communication with the server 
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(communication channel manager) such that the filter (manager program) transmits a 
trigger (event) to the server substantially in real time whenever one of the events of 
interest occur (col. 3, lines 30 - col. 5, line 2; col. 5, line 61 - col. 6, line 65; col. 7, line 
62- col. 9, line 52; col. 11, lines 31-58; col. 12, lines 17-23; col. 14, line 47 -col. 15, line 
61). 

As to claims 27 and 28, WAGNER teaches the user devices receiving and 
interpret signals from the network (play audible messages or print and display 
messages) (col. 6, lines 1-3) and that the devices comprise mobile telephones (pagers) 
(col. 7, lines 53 - col. 8, line 7; col. 6, lines 61-67). It would be obvious to one skilled in 
the art at the time of the invention that since the user devices, i.e. pagers, can display 
the message or display the message that it is has software for receiving and interpreting 
the message. 

As to claims 30, WAGNER teaches the data store contains rules to identify 
events of interest for a plurality of users (col. 1 1 , lines 31-58). It would be obvious to 
one skilled in the art that the data store is a relational database since relational 
database are well known in the art. 

As to claim 31 , WAGNER teaches an electronic communication device (pager / 
user device) for receiving signals (event messages) from a network regarding an 
occurrence of an event of interest, the device comprising: instructions for receiving 
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signals from the network and interpreting the signals to perform an action, the action 
being selected from the group consisting of playing an audible alert, displaying a visible 
alert (display message / play audible message) wherein the action facilitates the task of 
responding to the event (col. 3, lines 30 - col. 5, line 2; col. 5, line 61 - col. 6, line 65; 
col. 7, line 62- col. 9, line 52; col. 11, lines 31-58; col. 12, lines 17-23; col. 14, line 47- 
col. 1 5, line 61 ). It would be obvious to one skilled in the art at the time of the invention 
that since the user devices, i.e. pagers, can display the message or display the 
message that it is has software for receiving and interpreting the message. 

As to claims 32-38, WAGNER teaches the user device is adapted to receive 
signals comprising phone calls and the device is a web enabled mobile telephone 
comprising means for accessing the Internet automatically and the signals is interpreted 
using a local database (col. 3, lines 30 - col. 5, line 2; col. 5, line 61 - col. 6, line 65; col. 
7, line 62- col. 9, line 52; col. 11, lines 31-58; col. 12, lines 17-23; col. 14, line 47- col. 
15, line 61). 



Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Lewis A. Bullock, Jr. whose telephone number is (703) 
305-0439. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday, 8:30 am - 5:00 
pm. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Meng An can be reached on (703) 305-9678. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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